
The firm has received numerous
accolades on both local and national
levels, including awards from the
National Trust of Historic Preservation,
the American Institute of Architects,
and the California Preservation
Foundation.

In 2006, the American Institute
of Architects (AIA) California
Council named ARG Firm of the
Year in recognition of 25 years of
excellence in the field of architecture.
ARG is the first architectural firm
specializing in the preservation of
historic and cultural resources to
be awarded such an honor. Most recently,
ARG won the 2008 California Preservation
award for its seismic upgrade
and rehabilitation of the
Pasadena City Hall and the 2008
AIA award for the same project. 

A Business Grown through
Reputation

Over the years, Judd and
Farneth—along with other firm
principals Takashi Fukuda, Aaron
Jon Hyland, Naomi Okun Miroglio,
and David Wessel—have contributed
their restorative expertise to churches
and other historic buildings, national
parks and recreation areas, and even at
wineries in Napa Valley.

The seismic retrofit and restoration of
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Hanna House, the
provost’s residence at Stanford University is
just one example. One of the firm’s more chal-
lenging projects, Hanna House features an
open, ‘honeycomb’ design with flat roofs.
During the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake, the
home was near collapse. ARG stepped in to
find an architectural balance between the soil
and the building to protect it from future
quake damage.

ARG was also invited to breathe new life
into the famed Filoli house and gardens in
Woodside by designing a new education and
visitor center that paid deference to the 
original Georgian-style estate. The result: 
A 225-seat assembly room, main lobby, 
orientation room, café, offices, and a catering
kitchen—all sitting at edge of the property’s
oak forest and a perfect companion to the
main Filoli home and 16 acres of historic 
gardens. Similarly, at Yosemite National Park,
ARG developed two- and four-story housing
structures complimentary to existing build-
ings in the park’s Curry Village Historic
District.

“We’ve never been just about growing the
business,” says Farneth. “It’s been about 
staying focused on historical integrity. 

And when we have the opportunity to help 
preserve a monument like the Fountain of the 
Tortoises in Huntington Park or rehabilitate
an historic church or opera house, it’s very
satisfying and a lot of fun.”

Work Time is ‘Play Time’ for ARG
While applying architectural principles is

what ARG does best, it also must attend to
some bookkeeping matters. This is where
Lautze & Lautze comes in. “We’ve relied on
their services for more than ten years,” says
Farneth. “From taxes to accounting—you
name it—they cover it all.”

What ARG likes most about Lautze &
Lautze is that the principals can keep their
primary focus on the exploration of architec-
tural and historic design solutions, assessing
building material conditions, and document-
ing the history of their projects.

“With Lautze & Lautze on our team, we
don’t have to worry,” says Farneth. “They are
smart, attentive, and experts in their field.
Which is good news for us—we can keep our
focus on ‘playing’ in the field of historical
design and architecture.”
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Long before most other 
architects approached 

building with a preservationist
or ecological mindset, partners
Bruce Judd and Stephen
Farneth were immersed in the
idea of structural restoration.

“Our focus was to avoid
demolition of historic buildings,”
says Farneth, principal of
Architectural Resources Group
(ARG) in San Francisco. “We
didn’t see the sense in wasting
resources, and we also wanted
to preserve a building’s original
aesthetics for future generations
to use and enjoy.”

Judd and Farneth, graduates
of the University of California,
Berkeley, and Carnegie Mellon
University, respectively, met
while working as architects for
San Francisco firm Charles Hall
Page and Associates. They soon
discovered they shared a 
penchant for historic buildings,
so in 1980, with just a coffee pot and two desks,
they launched ARG in Farneth’s living room.

One of the firm’s first projects was to renovate
the bathroom of a Victorian house. “We weren’t
looking for prestige,” says Farneth. “We simply
wanted to focus on historic preservation—in
whatever form that came. And we wanted to
spread our reach up and down the West Coast.”

And they have done just that. Today, the
architectural firm has more than 50 likeminded
professionals spread among ARG offices in San
Francisco, Pasadena, Calif., and Portland.
Fittingly, the practice’s San Francisco office–ARG
headquarters–sits on a pier at the Embarcadero
along San Francisco’s historic waterfront. The
other two offices are geographically situated to
easily serve clients along the western corridor.

A Collaborative Approach to
Preservation

Having an eye on sustainability for
nearly 30 years, ARG offers a wide
range of specialized architectural,
material conservation, and planning
services for rehabilitation, adaptive re-
use, and new design of a variety of
structures and occupancies for both
public and private clients. The firm’s
principals and staff members also stack
among the best in the business with
many recognized as national experts
in renovations and new construction.

ARG’s staff includes 20 registered
architects, as well as architectural
designers, an in-house cost estimator,
construction manager, remedial repair
specialist, and tax credit preservation
planners. “It’s all about offering our
clients the quality and depth of service
they need to achieve results that are in
balance with historic
and environmental
considerations,” 

says Farneth.
ARG’s experience includes

award-winning innovative 
solutions for the adaptive
re-use and seismic
strengthening of existing
structures, stabiliza-
tion schemes, 
materials conserva-
tion, documenta-
tion and restora-
tion of historic
properties, 
universal
access design,
and design 
of new
structures.
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Visit us at www.lautze.com
Lautze & Lautze is among the leading independent
CPA firms in Northern California with two offices,
eight directors and significant professional and 
administrative staff. Founded in 1945, Lautze &
Lautze provides a wide array of business services
including audit & accounting, tax and management
consulting services to individuals, closely held 
businesses and corporations.

The information contained in this publication should
not be acted upon without professional advice. While
this newsletter is intended to be helpful, it should 
not be considered advisory without consulting a 
professional about your specific situation. Please 
convey any comments or inquiries to your accounting
professional or to the editor of this publication.
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Preserving History
Architectural Resource Group Leads Way in West Coast restoration

“With many home
makeovers, you don’t

just get dollar savings.
You’re also cozier and more
comfortable in your home.

It’s really a win-win.”
—Kateri Callahan,
president, Alliance to 
Save Energy

It’s a cinch to 
go green in your

home…especially in the kitchen…here are just a
few examples!  

Foiled Again – While you may be used to cover-
ing oven racks with aluminum foil for easy clean-
ing, it’s greener not to. Foil reduces heat flow and
increases cooking time, which uses more energy
and raises your utility bill. You can also cut energy
use (by as much as 80 percent) if you cook side
dishes in a small convection or toaster oven.

Shopping List – Buying organic fruits and veg-
gies is the greenest way to go. Conventionally
grown produce with the lowest concentration of
pesticides can work as well for asparagus, broccoli,
cabbage, onion, and even frozen peas and corn.
Once caveat: Tomatoes can be treated with up to
30 different pesticides, so look for organic versions
even in canned and processed forms.

Load It Up – A full dishwasher uses half the
energy and one-sixth the water of washing by
hand. Go greener by choosing a phosphate-free
detergent, biodegradable and bleach-free.

More Businesses Embrace Greener Commuting
The ongoing concern for the environment has

prompted an increasing number of environmentally
sensitive businesses to focus attention outside of
the workplace and on those carpool lanes, bike
lanes and even sidewalks. 

Many businesses are now encouraging and
rewarding employees who use alternate forms of
transportation to get to and from work. For some
companies, it means paying the daily fares and
footing the bill for mass transit for their employees. 

To get started with a green commuting program,
companies can do their own workplace commuting
evaluations by performing workplace transportation
audits to look at what infrastructure and policies are
in place now and see where changes can be made
to help develop green commuting action plans.

And, slowly but surely, companies are making
efforts to entice their workforce to make the switch
to alternative transportation. Even communities are
jumping on board. For example, Boulder, Colo.,
features the annual Bike to Work Day Business
Challenge, pitting businesses in different size cate-
gories against one another to see who can have the
most employees pedal their way to work.
Meanwhile, in Central Oklahoma, there is also a
Bike to Work Day; in Santa Barbara, Calif., there’s a
Bike to Work Week, and according to the League
of American Bicyclists, May is National Bike
Month, with biking events scheduled in various
states throughout the month.
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Have you really needed something lately,
yet your wallet is running on empty? Well,
thanks to spending wisely and saving, this can
easily be stopped with a few easy steps:

1. Avoid splurging too much all at once. If you go
to the movies, don’t buy movie theatre snacks.
Instead, after the theatre, get a treat from the
store nearby or enjoy one that
you already have at home.

2. Don’t use that credit card unless
it’s absolutely necessary. Credit
cards have a way of tempting
one to splurge out.

3. Compile a list of what you
need and what you want.
Budget for it so that when
your salary comes in, you
can buy what is on the list.

4. Treat yourself when you’ve met your savings
goal. Celebrate by going out for something
simple with a friend.

5. Know when to limit yourself. If you’re a maga-
zine obsessed person, select one or two of your

favorite magazines and subscribe to them for a year.
6. Go through your old stuff, sort out a section

that you don’t want and consider selling it.
Hold a garage sale or auction it off on eBay for
instant cash!  

7. Avoid borrowing money…it adds to the cost.
If you really want something, put it on your
list and get it next month!

8. Find clothes on sale and look for clearance
sales at the local stores. And be sure to buy
basic items like tees and jeans and versatile
footwear.
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